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For years afterwards, when he would drop in unexpectedly, both at
home and abroad, he delighted to call himself Mr. Sackville, until a
certain Milesian waiter at the Tremont House addressed him as Mr.
Th&ckuary, when he adopted that name in preference to the other.87

Such was the auspicious beginning of Thackeray's association with
Fields, auspicious because it set the tone which prevailed through-
out their friendship. Effete readers have been surprised, not to
say distressed, at the jolly, even boisterous Thackeray who appears
in Fields's Yesterdays with Authors (1872), a book from which I
shall often have occasion to quote. Yet Fields has given a picture
of an important side of Thackeray's character, if a side that he did
not care in later years to display to every comer. It is a testimony
to Fields's fund of joviality and humor that Thackeray should have
judged masculine fun and unaffected good sense to be the common
ground on which they could most easily -meet. Not many of those
who knew him could write, as Fields does, that "In the midst of the
most serious topic under discussion he was fond of asking permission
to sing a comic song, or he would beg to be allowed to enliven the
occasion by the instant introduction of a brief double-shuffle."88

During both of Thackeray's American visits Fields joined forces
with the Mercantile Library Association of New York to relieve
him of the tiresome business details incidental to lecturing. Fields
was his constant companion when he was in Boston, and on his
second tour he found another friend in the former Annie Adams
(1834-1915), herself a writer, whom Fields had married in 1854.
Thackeray later had the opportunity of entertaining both Fields
and his wife during more than one of their visits to Europe.

In 1861 Fields succeeded Lowell as editor of The Atlantic
Monthly y a position that he filled with distinction until his retire-
ment from business in 1870. His last years were devoted to writing
and to popular lecture tours.

87  Yesterdays with Authors (Boston and New York, 1900), p. 14.

88 The same, p. 22.